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The Weakening and Fragmentation of the State Capacity.
On the Plight of the New Deal and the Constitutional

Reform in the Late Qing Dynasty
Wang Hongming

Abstract; The new deal and the constitutional reform, which happened in the late Qing

Dynasty, witnessed a key period of political transition in modern China. In the face of the

crisis that ruling dynasty would break down, the Qing government chose a radical shock

therapy, trying to change the old political structure of traditional society in an all-round

way to achieve the purpose of centralizing the authority again. This paper is based on the

observation of four variables, namely the national control ability of reform, the national

absorbing ability in the economic reform, the national legal capacity under the collapse of

ideology after abolishing the civil-service examination system and the ability of national

compulsion via founding the advisory bureau. It can be concluded from the observation that

the new reform encountered unprecedented difficulties in its promotion. That the state

lacks effective national governance among the modern transformation is the leading reason

to the New Deal’s failure in the late Qing Dynasty’s constitutional reform and national con-

struction.

Keywords: national governance; the New Deal in the late Qing Dynasty; nation build-

ing
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