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A Historical Reflection on the Colonization of the Hawaiian Islands by
Russian-American Company in the 19th Century.

With the Focus on Georg Anton Schaffer’s Colonial Activities
Liang Lijia

Abstract; In the early 19th century, the Russian-American Company carried out a series of
colonial expansion activities in the Hawaiian Islands to solve the chronic food crisis of
Russian American immigrant communities. Among these, the colonial activities of Georg
Anton Schéffer on the islands of Oahu and Kauai during 1815 to 1817 are the most
important. However, the indifference of the Tsarist government, the changes in the political
situation in Hawaii, the boycott of British and American businessmen, and the mistakes in
Schiffer’s colonial scheme eventually led to the failure of the grand colonial plan. As a
result, the Russian-American Company missed an effective path to solve the problem of
provisions in the immigrant communities, and was forced to turn to the trade with U. S,
businessmen and other channels such as the colonization along the Ross River in California,
which had a profound impact on the overall expansion of Russia in the North Pacific
Actually, the different attitudes toward Schéaffer’s colonial adventures among Schéffer, the
Russian-American Company, and the Tsarist government revealed the hidden logic of
cooperation and conflict between private business and state power in the process of Tsarist
Russia’s colonial expansion in the first half of the 19th century.

Keywords: Russian-American Company; Hawaiian Islands; Schéffer; the Pacific

@O Marshall Sahlins, The Political Economy of Grandeur in Hawaii from 1810 to 1830, in Emiko Ohnuki-Tierney, ed. , Culture
Throu gl Tindé),) AnthropologicalcdApproaches s Bl

144



