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Form Changes in the Study on Confucian Classics
——A Study on the Genres of Discourse

Pan Zhongwei

Abstract: There are several ways in the study of Confucian classics such as syntactic analy-
sis, annotation, discourse, and so on. Discourse appeared in the Western Jin Dynasty, and
then became popular in the late Eastern Jin Dynasty. Unfortunately, the study of *dis-
course” is relatively weak, so much so that it got many erroneous viewpoints and concep-
tions. Among them, the more typical one is the opinion that discourse on Confucian classics
has originated from Buddhism. and by considering the fact that discourse has the principle
that *“discourse does not object to annotation”, it holds that the study of discourse lacks the
spirit of innovation. Discourse on Confucian classics originates earlier than its counterpart of
Buddhism. In the Southern Dynasties, discourses on both Confucian and Buddhist classics
thrived simultaneously and interacted with each other. As a result, the opinion that Bud-
dhist classics influence unilaterally the study of Confucian classics is not all-round. The prin-
ciple that “discourse does not object to annotation”, which was put forward by scholars in
the early Tang Dynasty, actually is an assertion of strong nationalism. What the assertion
aims at s to eliminate Buddhism's influence on the study of Confucian classics, letting the
latter pass over the former and inherit the study of Confucian classics annotation. Giving the
analysis above, conclusion may be drawn that genres of the study of Confucian classics in
medieval times need to be studied conscientiously.

Key words: discourse; annotation; Buddhism
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