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The Main Purposes of Criminal Proceedings and
Criminal Procedure Law
Deng Zibin

Abstract: Criminal proceedings and criminal procedure law have different purposes, with
each of them having their or its own emphases. The purpose of criminal proceedings is to dis-
cover the truth and bring criminals to justice, whereas the purpose of criminal procedure law
is to reduce miscarriage of justice and uphold the dignity of individuals. All civilized countries
under the rule of law attach importance to criminal procedure law, so as to reduce miscar-
riage of justice and uphold the dignity of individuals In criminal proceedings, the court must
ascertain the fact of the case, namely, the truth. The criminal law is the law about crimes
and punishments. As such, it has a direct impact on the rights and the dignity of individuals
and therefore requires the court to take truth as the basis in the handling of cases. However,
the purpose of criminal procedure law is to ensure that the seeking for the criminal facts is
conducted under the precondition of following the rules of procedure and safeguarding indi-
vidual dignity and autonomy.

Keywords: purpose; discovery of truth; restraint on means; reduction of miscarriage

of justice
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