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Philosophy as an Existential Style

Dewey's Conception of Philosophy
Wei Jianhua

Abstract. This paper deals with Dewey’s conception of philosophy, in order to reveal the

traits of theory of existence in it- Dewey thinks the philosophy is not the work for the truth

but for the critics of critics- Philosophy includes three fundamental dimensions of science

value and metaphysics, all of which relate with existence- The existence consists of contin-

gence and necessity, from which, especially from contingence, critics originates, and phi-

losophy is an intelligently existential style- Dewey also thinks over the relationship between

philosophy and literature, which manifests the importance of intelligence in his conception

of philosophy- The concept contains the way for Dewey to reconstruct philosophy and pur-

port of intelligent practice in his philosophy-

Key words: Dewey:; the critics of critics; intelligence; theory of existence
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