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Four Kinds of Ideal Women

in the Novels of the Ming and Qing Dynasties
Xia Wei

Abstract: A series of important social gender issues are reflected in several popular novels in

the Ming and Qing dynasties. Both the authors who firmly defend the male-centered system

and the authors who wavered in the defense of the system were likely to depict the ideal

women in their minds from the aspects of subjective attitude and objective reflection. These

ideal women can be divided into four types— “practical type”,

combining moral with emotion”, and “the type of beauty formed by imperfection”

“soul type”, “the type
. These

four types of ideal female images are the reflection of the “four noes” women—the women

who were without occupation, knowledge, will and personality—in literary works through

the creation of authors after the emergence of patriarchal clan system.

Keywords: social gender; novels in the Ming and Qing dynasties; ideal women
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