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Spatio-temporal Dissociation and the Cultural Identity of

China’s Floating Population
Dong Jingwei

Abstract: Contemporary China’s modernity makes population movement become the
norm. This flow has the characteristic of spatio-temporal dissociation. Spatio-temporal disso-

ciation from the local scene makes the floating population enter a new spatio-temporal con-
text, its original identity formed at the local scene being dissociated simultaneously from its
soil. Incomplete as the formation of their new cultural identity is, the migrants are caught in
an entangling psychological plight caused by the conflicts between their provinciality and

modernity. It is important to be on guard against this psychological plight in that it contains

new types of structural risks in the light of new urbanization.
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